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Blood Water Paint
The theme of women's oppression due to a patriarchal society is the main subject of discussion in Joy McCullough's story of Blood Water Paint. This has also been an issue that has largely been affecting the world and is greatly being looked into for a solution to be found as women are being uplifted and their rights fought for. A common ground for a solution and an equal society is still an issue being confronted. Blood water paint explores this theme to greatest extreme as it explains the concept of male dominance and female oppression in all aspects of the society plus the communal beliefs due to stereotypes that have forever been present even in the dealings of these issues, as discussed below in details.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Artemisia Gentileschi is the daughter of Orazio Gentileschi and Prudentia Montone who is a very talented artist that does her work with an immense passion (McCullough, 18).  Her mother died when she was just twelve years old and had been telling her stories of Bible heroines, Susanna and Judith. These are the stories that encourage Artemisia to stay strong and fight for her rights in a world filled with dominating men. She works in her father's painting shop and she has this belief that her father is not a good painter as he thinks he is since according to her, he does not put many feelings into his work. She advises him about his paintings but he dismisses her opinion saying that she only knows little about paintings. He even goes ahead and hires Signora Agostino Tassi, who came to Rome for the Quirinal Palace commission, to teach her about perspectives. By dismissing Artemisia's opinion, Joy shows how women have no right of expression, and to survive in a male dominant society, they have to humble and keep their opinions to themselves. It is also apparent from the story that Mr. Orazio also wishes to participate in the Quirinal Palace commission and he hopes that Tassi will put in words for him (Russo, 88). 
For her father to participate in the Quirinal Palace commission, Artemisia is forced to offer her paintings to Tassi but in her father's name for him to be accepted into the participations since he had prior requested her to ask Tassi to put in word for him. Here, McCullough shows that even the hard work placed in by women is not recognized but instead all the appreciation goes to the males. This is also proven to be true when Artemisia proposes this to Tassi and he considers it. On the other hand, Tassi is consistently persistent in convincing Artemisia to come work for him because apparently, he is feigning concern about how he is worried that Artemisia's father mistreats her (Russo, 112). He even gropes her from time to time without her permission because she is defenseless against his advances. Artemisia refuses to join him because she still believes that she’ll still come second and her condition compared to that of her current one with her father will be the same. Here, the book proves that women are still given mediocre positions even in job areas. Their positions are undermined everywhere. When they are attending the mass and Artemisia begs Tuzia not to let Tassi ride with them when he stops their carriage, Tuzia refuses and orders her to make space for him against her wishes. This is another evidence that female opinions are carelessly disregarded. 
Tassi has been pestering Artemisia about marriage and joining him to work in his studio but she is not interested because she has other plans with her life. When he comes to the shop and continues groping her against her will, she orders him out of her father’s shop and even goes ahead to tell him that he is no longer welcomed there. He is very critical of Artemisia’s drawing of Susanna that she has been focused on and is coming out great. One time, he comes back to the shop drunk and when he is asked out, he destroys some of the canvases that Artemisia had been working on and goes ahead and rapes her claiming that her father is very loyal to him and that there is nothing she can do about it. The worst part is that Tuzia hears her cries of help when she is being taken advantage of but he pretends not to hear anything. McCullough further demonstrates how women are taken advantage of and society does nothing about it. Tassi even says at one point that he only took what Artemisia had to offer him. The different perspectives that society has concerning the abuse of females are apparent. According to Bush, the fact that Tuzia does nothing to defend Artemisia's honor also explains a lot about how women are perceived (299). 
Artemisia can no longer focus much on her work after the rape incident. Her father notices this and asks her about it since he also seems very angry because he lost his chance at participating in the Quirinal Palace commission. This is after Artemisia tells him that he wants no more association with Tassi (McCullough, 78). She is forced to come out clean and tell her father about the rape issue. Her father warns her about how people will take her accusation but she is determined to face the trial and bring herself justice, an encouraging action that she gets from the heroine stories of Susanna and Judith that she is told by her mother. Artemisia gets justice but at a great price since she is tortured and made to look like the culprit when on the contrary she is the victim. The warning by her father on how her accusation would not be believed is proof enough on how society views issues like women abuse. The fact that she is also tortured when she faces trying to find justice also shows that issues affecting women are not considered important enough since the reaction of the society does not push for justice (Bush, 299).
Generally, women have faced mistreating and suppression for a very long time, and the patriarchal society that we live in still favors male dominance. This issue should be solved as the community should be advised to change their perceptions about how women are treated and start fighting for equality.
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